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Attendance 

There are no attendance requirements for the fully online MSDH Program.  Practicums will require attendance 

on our campus, or a campus with which the Department of Periodontics/Dental Hygiene has an agreement. The 

manner of which will be determined by the Course Director of each course affected. Lack of participation in the 

online course work may result in student dismissal. 

Residence Required for Graduation 

As fully on-line the MSDH program accepts applicants from all US States (registered as part of NC-SARA) as 

well as from Canada. Therefor residency in Texas is not required.  

Time Limits 

The median time for completion of the M.S. degree and the Ph.D. degree is 2.5 years.  An individualized 

Degree Plan will be determined before the first semester.  

Credit Hour Requirements 

MS Degree: The majority of the total semester credit hours taken for the MSDH must be earned at UT Health 

San Antonio.  A minimum of 36 semester credit hours is required for an MSDH degree. The student must 

successfully complete at least 22 semester credit hours of coursework in addition to credit hours awarded in 

Research, Thesis, and Seminar. 

Waiver of Courses: There are no waivers of courses from other universities without the expressed approval of 

the MSDH COGS.   

Foreign Language Requirement 

Demonstration of proficiency in a foreign language is not required for the MSDH Program. 

Ethics Course Requirement 

All MSDH students must take the course INTD 5023 Research Ethic or its equivalent, as a requirement for 

graduation. This course is listed as core curriculum.  

 Records 

Registration 

The Office of the University Registrar will announce and provide the registration process to all students, 

Committee on Graduate Studies (COGS) Chairs, and their assistants prior to the start of each semester. For 

individual registration concerns, confer with your program's Committee on Graduate Studies (COGS) Chair. 

A student must register each semester and summer session that he or she is enrolled in a course. This includes 

courses in Research, Thesis, and Dissertation. No student can receive credit for a course for which he or she has 

not registered. 

http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/


http://www.uthscsa.edu/ois/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/ois/
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/
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Registration for Thesis 

Students in M.S. programs may register for the Thesis course DENH 6098. Registration for Thesis is only 

permitted after the following three actions have been taken: 

1. Approval of admission to candidacy for the M.S. degree by the Dean; 

2. Approval of the thesis research proposal by the Committee on Graduate Studies of the program and the 

Dean; 

3. Appointment of a Supervising Committee for the thesis research by the Committee on Graduate Studies 

of the program and the Dean. 

A candidate for the M.S. degree must register for the thesis course for at least one term, unless they participate 

in a graduate program with a non-thesis option. 

Registration for Final Term 

It is a requirement that a student be registered for the semester in which he or she graduates. 

Final Credit Hours 

A student in his/her final semester registering only for thesis or dissertation may register for “final hours”.  A 

Ph.D. student must register for a minimum of 3 semester credit hours; a M.S. student must register for a 

minimum of 1 semester credit hour.  When a student declares “final hours” for a semester, the student shall be 

considered enrolled in a full-time course load for that semester.  The student pays tuition based upon the 

number of credit hour for which he/she registers. 

Because of requirements dictated by certain types of visas, international students must consult with their COGS 

Chair prior to registering for final hours. 

A student may register for final credit hours only once during his/her degree program.  The “Request for 

Designation of Final Hours” form is available in the Office of the University Registrar or on their website at 

http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/10/Request-for-Final-Hours-Rev-

10192016.pdf  This requires the signature and approval of the program COGS Chair. 

Registration for Audit 

Permission to audit one or more courses is sometimes granted. Auditing conveys only the privilege of observing 

and excludes handing in papers or taking part in a class discussion, laboratory exercises, or fieldwork. No grade 

is given and no credit is reported. Graduate students must obtain permission to register to audit a course from 

the course director and the COGS chair of the program in which they are enrolled. Others who wish to register 

to audit a graduate course must apply to the Associate Dean of the Graduate School for admission as a Non-

Degree Student. 

Student Academic Grievance Process 

http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/10/Request-for-Final-Hours-Rev-10192016.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/10/Request-for-Final-Hours-Rev-10192016.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/10/Request-for-Final-Hours-Rev-10192016.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2016/10/Request-for-Final-Hours-Rev-10192016.pdf


http://catalog.uthscsa.edu/generalinformation/generalacademicpolicies/grievances/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/current_students/forms
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/current_students/forms


http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=989FE9A0-2213-11E8-BC500050560100A9
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=989FE9A0-2213-11E8-BC500050560100A9
http://catalog.uthscsa.edu/generalinformation/generalacademicpolicies/grievances/
http://catalog.uthscsa.edu/generalinformation/generalacademicpolicies/grievances/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
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Permission for withdrawal from a graduate program may be granted by the Dean upon concurrence by the 

Committee on Graduate Studies of the program. The student who wishes to withdraw must complete and sign 

the 
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If dismissed, the student may reapply for admission. Such application is subject to the same requirements, 

procedures, and acceptance considerations that apply to first-time applicants. 

http://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents
http://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/
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COMPLETION OF 

PROGRAM  
 

The MSDH Program will be completed by: 

 

¶ Participating in and successfully completing all required didactic coursework 

¶ Establishing and gaining approval of a Supervising Professor, Supervising Committee and 

research project 

¶ Completing an approved research project 

¶ Submission of an approved manuscript for peer-reviewed publication 

 

 

COMPETENCIES 
 

 

The MSDH program provides opportunities for students to acquire and enhance knowledge, skills, and values 

related to the five competencies and related objectives: 

 

Competency 1:  Plan, conduct, and disseminate research in the health professions that generates new 

knowledge, techniques, theories, or philosophies. 

 

The competent graduate will be able to: 

 

1.1 Understand, discuss, and apply research findings to design and evaluate new methods and approaches to 

clinical care, delivery systems, and/or education 

1.2 Contribute to the literature on evidence-based practice 

1.3 Conduct original research to produce new knowledge 

1.4 Use a variety of methods appropriate for research problems, e.g., objective, naturalistic, historical, policy, 

etc. 

1.5 Demonstrate data analysis techniques appropriate to particular research problems, e.g., content analysis, 

statistics, etc. 

1.6 Demonstrate skill in managing information:  locating, applying, compiling, managing, analyzing, 

evaluating, etc. 

1.7 Critically review, appraise, and synthesize research literature in the health sciences 

1.8 Write research papers suitable for publication in professional journals 

 

 

 

 

 





http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/graduate_programs/dental-hygiene
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/graduate_programs/dental-hygiene
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/graduate_programs/dental-hygiene
http://gsbs.uthscsa.edu/graduate_programs/dental-hygiene
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¶ Transcripts from all colleges or               

universities 

¶ GRE or MAT scores (taken within the last      

5 years)  

¶ Copy of a valid/active dental hygiene    license 

from the US or Canada 

¶ CV 

All of the required information described above 

must be submitted to ADEA’S DHCAS in order for 

an applicant to be considered by the MSDH 

Admissions Committee.   

 

Application to the MSDH 

Program 
 

Application- will be collected in an on-line 

national system ADEA DHCAS for the UT Health 

Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences.  

As described in the online application for 

admission, official transcripts from ALL colleges 

and universities attended by the applicant are 

required; these must be submitted directly from the 

school to ADEA’S DHCAS and to The Univ. of 

Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.  In 

addition, all transcripts from foreign institutions 

(including GPA) must be translated and submitted by 

an approved foreign credentialing evaluation agency. 

Official GRE or MAT scores must be submitted.  

 

Selection 

  Students selected for conditional acceptance 

will be asked to complete several more steps prior 

attending the University: 
1- The selection committee will ask for a criminal 

background check. 

2- Once the successful results of the background 

check are received a request to the Graduate School 

Dean’s office will be made on your behalf.   

3- Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences (GSBS) 

will send the official letter offering admission. The 

letter will include a letter of intent that must be 

returned to the Health Science Center 

4- Next, all official transcripts must be requested again 

and sent to the Health Science Center at San 

Antonio for your permanent student record.  

 

Official test scores and transcripts should be 

sent to:  
Registrar’s Office-Dental Hygiene Admissions  

The UT Health San Antonio 

7703 Floyd Curl Drive 

San Antonio, Texas 78229-3900 

After acceptance, students may complete the 

requirements for graduation while enrolled as either 

a full-time or part-time student.   

 

Tuition and Fees

http://www.adea.org/dhcas.aspx
http://www.adea.org/dhcas.aspx
http://uthscsa.edu/vpaa/foreign_cred.asp
http://uthscsa.edu/vpaa/foreign_cred.asp
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf
http://students.uthscsa.edu/financialaid/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/04/GSBS-Dental-Hygiene-Tuition-Fees-2020.pdf


http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/2013/04/catalog-and-course-descriptions/
http://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/2013/04/catalog-and-course-descriptions/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
https://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/2013/03/forms/
https://students.uthscsa.edu/registrar/2013/03/forms/
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by the supervising professor, the proposal is 
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¶ Thesis option: An electronic thesis copy will also 

be submitted to the Graduate School Dean’s 

Office for review of formatting and 

recommendations for modification. It is the 

responsibility of the candidate to follow the 

guidelines for preparation of the thesis provided 

by the Graduate School Dean’s Office in the 

Instructions for Preparation and Submission of 

Electronic Theses, Dissertations and 

Dissertation Abstracts. 

¶ Publish ready manuscript option: If the publish 

ready manuscript is preferable, the candidate 

must obtain approval for such format from the 

Supervising Committee and the Committee on 

Graduate Studies. The candidate has the 

responsibility to ensure the manuscript is written 

according to publisher guidelines. Adequate time 

for review and modification of the thesis is 

required. After approval by the supervising 

committee the manuscript must be submitted to 

an appropriate journal. 

9. Final Oral Examination: The Graduate School 

requires that the thesis be defended by the candidate 

in a Final Oral Examination conducted by the 

Supervising Committee; the format in which this 

examination is conducted shall be decided by the 
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¶ Change requests are also submitted to the 

GSBS. 

 

To Change a Research Project: Significant 

changes in the planned research project (e.g., 

addition or deletion of a specific aim or substantial 

modifications in experimental design or scope of 

https://www.uthscsa.edu/academics/biomedical-sciences/student-life/graduation
https://www.uthscsa.edu/academics/biomedical-sciences/student-life/graduation
https://www.uthscsa.edu/academics/biomedical-sciences/student-life/graduation
https://www.uthscsa.edu/academics/biomedical-sciences/student-life/graduation
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This course is designed to provide the student with 

an opportunity to expand research knowledge in two 

dimensions; principles and applications.  The course 

will consist of an in depth study of the research 

process, its contexts, design, data collection and 

communication techniques. Includes three (3) 

lecture hours per week 
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*DENH 5023 Research Ethics    

1.0 semester 

https://www.citiprogram.org/default.asp
https://www.citiprogram.org/default.asp
https://www.citiprogram.org/default.asp
https://www.citiprogram.org/default.asp
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Students are expected to design a research proposal 

that prepares them to collect and analyze data for 

their future thesis project. This course requires 

approval of the program director and may only be 

taken the semester prior to thesis.  Hours arranged 

on an individual basis. 

 

DENH 5091 Special Topics 

1.0-3.0 Semester Credit Hours 

Students will be given an opportunity to gain an in-

depth understanding of selected topics through 

seminars, conferences, projects, or other appropriate 

learning methods.  This course may be repeated for 

credit.  

 

DENH 6091 Independent Study (Course director 

TBA) 

1.0-3.0 Semester Credit Hours 

Independent reading, research, discussion, project, 

and/or writing under the direction of a faculty 

member.  This course may be repeated for credit. 

 

*DENH 6098 Thesis (Thesis Committee is 

arranged by student and faculty mentor) 

6 credit hours 

Prerequisite: Admission to candidacy for the M.S. 

degree 

Completion of an acceptable thesis is required for the 

Master of Science Degree.  Registration in this 

course for at least one semester is required of all 

degree candidates. 

 

DENH 5004 in Absentia  

This option is available any semester a student 

wishes to take a break from regular course work. 

The purpose of the ‘course’ is simply as a place 

holder in the Universities student management 

system.  Students often need this to finish thesis 

research and don’t want to pay for additional credit 

hours.  The caveat is that students must be registered 

for at least 1 hour of thesis during their final 

semester.  

 

  

Grade Requirements:   Student performance 

in MSDH-sponsored program courses is assessed as 

A, B or C.  Students are expected to maintain a 

minimum of a 3.0 or B average during the course of 

study.  In addition, some courses are assessed as 

satisfactory (S) or unsatisfactory (U).  In the event of 

unsatisfactory performance, the Promotions 

Committee of the MSDH COGS will provide a 

recommendation as to whether or not the student is 

to be dismissed from the MSDH Program.  

 

Transfer of Coursework for Credit:  The GSBS 

rules state that no more than 6 semester credit hours 

may be transferred towards the completion of a 

Master of Science degree.   

A written request for consideration of transfer for 

course credit in submitted to the registrar’s office. 

This request should include a comprehensive 

description of the prior course detailing when and 

where completed, course contact hours, and details 

of course content and objectives. The request should 

include an official transcript that indicates successful 

course completion and the grade issued.  If the 

transfer of credit request is approved by the MSDH 

COGS, the program will prepare a request for 

transfer of course credit (on GSBS forms) and submit 

to the GSBS for consideration/approval by the Dean.   

 

Ethics/Professionalism Policy 
 

The MSDH Program expects all students to 

exhibit the highest standards of conduct, honesty, 

and professionalism.  Academic misconduct includes 

activities that undermine the academic integrity of 

the institution. The University may discipline a 

student for academic misconduct as outlined in the 

UT Health San Antonio Catalog and Handbook of 

Operating Procedures. Academic misconduct may 

involve human, hard-copy, or electronic resources.  

Policies of academic misconduct apply to all course, 

department, school and University-related activities 

including conferences and off-campus performances 

http://catalog.uthscsa.edu/
http://catalog.uthscsa.edu/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
http://www.uthscsa.edu/hop2000/
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MSDH student is not progressing at this rate, the 

MSDH COGS Promotions committee will review 

the progress with the student and his/her advisor. The 
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UT Health San Antonio 

Master of 
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SEMESTER YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 

Fall DENH 5026  

Research Principles and 

Application  

(3 credit hours) 

INTD 5023 Research Ethics                                                              

(1 credit hour) 

 

Any elective 

course can be 

offered during the 

3rd year 

DENH 5924  

Biostatics  

(3 credit hours) 

 

DENH 5926  

Pre-Clinical Teaching Practicum 

(4 credit hours) 

DENH 5027   

Summer Institute in Aging 

3 credit hours  

DENH 5025  

DH Role in Managing Elder Abuse  

Begins in September   

 3 credit hours                       

DENH 5036  

Health Promotion 

(3 credit hours) 

DENH 5903 Organizational 

Leadership  

(3 credit hours) 

Hernandez 

Spring DENH 5024  

Professional 

Communication                             

(3 credit hours) 

DENH 5007  

Clinical Administration Practicum  

(4 credit hours) Fall and Spring 

 

 

DENH 5050  

Educational Principles and 

Applications                    

(3 credit hours)  

DENH 5010  

Teaching Internship  

(3 credit hours) 

 

 DENH 5017  

Clinical Teaching Practicum 

(4 credit hours) 

DENH 5028 Public Health Policy  

(3 credit hours) 

Offered any 

semester 

DENH 6091 Independent 

Study 

(1-3 credit hours) 

DENH 5022 Research Apprenticeship 

Semester prior to thesis 

 (3 credit hours) 

DENH 6098  

Thesis                                                                

(6 credit hours) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UT Health San Antonio 
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Master of Science in Dental (MSDH) Program 
 

Candidate for Master degree progress sheet 
 

NAME:      

ACTION 

IN 

PROGRESS SUBMITTED 

APPROVED 

by program 

director COMPLETED 

I.PRE-CANDIDACY           

Coursework:30 HR of 

Core and Elective 

Coursework 

completed.          

IRB training (CITI) 

(copy of certificate to 

COGS         

         

Copy of approval 
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Form 42 sent to  

GSBS with *proposal 

sent at end of 

Research 

Apprenticeship 

submitted 

electronically.         

 Notification of 

Admission to 

Candidacy          
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scheduled for the 

Final Oral Defense 

Request room for 

defense     
Preview 

presentation/gain 

feedback     

Final Thesis Defense         

Defense Approval 

Form 41 to GSBS         

Final Thesis 

Submitted         

Manuscript 

submission; must have 

receipt from journal 

submission to assure 

process.     

     
Complete the  

Forwarding Address 

Form send to COGS     
Graduation 

Certification         
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Committee on Graduate Studies  

(MSDH COGS) 
Master of Science in Dental Hygiene (MSDH) 

 

Melanie Taverna, MS

mailto:Taverna@UTHSCSA.edu
mailto:Taverna@UTHSCSA.edu
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*Examples: Research proposal that accompanies form 42 to GSBS  

 

The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio Department of Dental Hygiene 

 
Master of Science Program – Research Proposal 

Student:  Martha J. Mc Comas 

 
 

Students who have successfully completed requirements for candidacy should submit the following one week prior 

to the COGS candidacy meeting. 

 
Title of Research Proposal: A Feasibility Study: Validating OSCE as an Effective Way to Measure Dental 

Hygiene Students’ Critical Thinking  

 

Purpose: 

The purpose of this study is to merge the two most frequently used methods of assessments in 

dental/dental hygiene education; Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) and Multiple Choice 

Questions (MCQ) to determine if it is a feasible form of critical thinking assessment for dental hygiene 

educators. 

Because critical thinking has been studied and researched within many disciplines there are several 

definitions accepted by the accrediting and governing bodies of dental hygiene with the main definition of 

critical thinking being the dental hygiene process of care.  Using the dental hygiene process of care as the 

benchmark, this study will aim to evaluate students as they utilize each specific critical thinking skill/objective 

in the dental hygiene process of care.   

 

Aims and Objectives: 
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Example of student vita: 

 

Vita 

Brian Partido 

Brian Partido was born in Norfolk, Virginia and grew up in San Jose, California. After graduating from high 

school, he completed his Bachelor of Science in Combined Sciences from Santa Clara University. After 

working as a research associate and serving in the US Army Reserves as a Dental Specialist, he returned to 

school and completed his Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene from the University of California at San 

Francisco.  He now resides in Sacramento, California with his wife of fifteen years, Jacque, and 8-year old son, 

Kyle. As a family, they love to travel and dine at different restaurants. 

The concept of life-long learning has always appealed to Brian. While providing dental hygiene care in private 

practice, he enjoyed continually learning from his patient experiences, office training, and continuing education 

courses. After eight years, he decided to concurrently practice and pursue his Master of Science in Dental 

Hygiene from the University of Texas Health Sciences Center at San Antonio. 

While in the program, he taught in didactic and clinical courses and published three articles in the national 

dental hygiene magazine. His thesis research earned him a student research award and allowed him to realize an 

innate interest in research. He will present his research at state and national conventions in the summer of 2014. 

His experiences in graduate school have bolstered his passions for life-long learning, teaching, research, and 

achieving excellence. All of which will support him during the next phase of his career in academia and 

research. He is also looking forward to spending more family time with traveling and dining activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 
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EXAMPLE: Manuscript approval form to be submitted to GSBS with copy of manuscript and receipt from the 

journal.  

 

 

Manuscript Approval Form for Dental School M.S. Programs 

Manuscript Option for Documenting Master of Science Research 

 

Student Name:  

 

Manuscript Title: Assessment of attitudes of long-term care facility key staff toward having a dental 

hygienist as a Dental Program Director 

 

List of Manuscript Authors 

 

Journal: Journal of Dental Hygiene 

Submission Date:  

Signatures below affirm that the student’s manuscript has been reviewed, approved, and submitted for 

publication: 

 

 

  

Supervising Professor Signature 
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Example supervising professors cover letter  

 

Student Name: Barbara Tarwater, CRDH, BSDH 

 

Manuscript Title: Perceptions of Advancing Degrees in Dental Hygiene:  A Florida Survey 

 

List of Manuscript Authors:  Barbara Tarwater, CRDH, BSDH; Dana Keifer English, RDH, MS; 

Melanie Taverna, RDH, MS, Cecelia Coburger, CRHD, MDH, and Mary E. Jacks, RDH, MS; 

 

Journal: Journal of Dental Hygiene 

 

Submission Date:  April 14, 2014 

 

Detail the extent of the student’s participation in each and every stage of the research: 

Barbara completed all aspects of this study with the guidance from faculty mentors at UT HSCSA, a faculty 

colleague from Florida, and Nancy Bridier, statistical consultant.  Survey items were pilot tested for validity, the 


