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I. Executive Summary 

 

UT Health San Antonio is an economic, academic and research engine that fuels San 

Antonio and Bexar County’s economy and enhances the quality of life of its residents.  In 2021, 

the institution’s economic activity contributed $3.1 billion to San Antonio’s local economy. This 

is a 12% increase since its 2018 study. Their societal contributions to nation’s 7th largest city in 

the United States were significant, not only as one of the drivers of the health care and 

biotechnology industry in San Antonio but as a leader in public health.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic raged through San Antonio and around the world, UT 

Health San Antonio was responsive – providing world class care to many who had become ill 

with COVID-19, conducting research on vaccines and treatments and vaccinating the 

community.  UT Health kept the community abreast of the pandemic while continuing to train 

scientists, researchers and students who were dedicated to the health of San Antonio.  The 

Institution’s enrollment grew as did its academic goals. UT Health, with its sister institution,  

saw an opportunity to further enhance the health of the community through the investment and 

development of a new School of Public Health which will expand San Antonio’s workforce of 

trained public health professionals.   

UT Health San Antonio’s contribution to the community goes 
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around Texas, the U.S, and the world, which ultimately serves as a key source for the skilled 

human capital needed to keep one of the largest industries in San Antonio – health care and 

biotechnology – 
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II.1.A. UT Health Operations 

The main component of the economic impacts of UT Health San Antonio are its vast 

operations. The substantial size of its operations is indicated by its employment of 4,698.6 full-

time equivalent faculty and staff and total personnel costs of $570,249,334 in 2021.  

 

II.1.B. UT Health Research 
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admitted to a hospital and stayed for six days on average. It was also assumed that the patients 

were accompanied by one other person regardless of their length of stay.  

Only the spending of those who were outpatients and their accompanying visitor, as well 

as the accompanying visitor for those who were admitted to the hospital were counted toward the 

economic impacts. It was assumed that patients who were admitted to the hospital did not have 

any spending associated with meals and entertainment, lodging, and rental cars, since they will 

be in the hospital. It was assumed that these visitors spent $61 per person per day on meals. For 

those only coming to San Antonio for the day, it was assumed their only expenditures outside the 
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Table 5. Total Spending Associated w
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Table 6. Annual Expenditures for UT Health Students: 2021 
Category of Spending Expenditures 
Food at home $10,899,788 
Food away from home $10,619,786 
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II.2.  Economic Impact Concepts 

Economic impact is based on the concept that a new dollar flowing into the area causes 

an expansion of the economy. The economic activity of many businesses generates exports 

outside of the region6, which brings this money flowing back into the local economy. These 

businesses use this revenue to pay their workers’ salaries and benefits, purchase inputs from 
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regional product and $159.7 million in output. The smallest impacts came from the spending 

associated with patients who came to UT Health San Antonio from out of town for their health 

care, but their impacts show that the impacts of UT Health San Antonio extend well beyond the 

local economy. The spending of these “medical tourists” supported 91 jobs with over $3.0 

million flowing to these workers. It generated over $4.3 million in gross regional product and 

$7.5 million in output. 
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Chart 1. Employment Impacts by Activity: 2021
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hospitals, and vast research continue to improve the lives of thousands of people and serve as a 

catalyst to the San Antonio economy and beyond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


