
Bloom’s Taxonomy of Measurable Verbs 
 
 
Benjamin Bloom created a taxonomy of measurable verbs to help us describe and classify observable 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, behaviors and abilities. The theory is based upon the idea that there are levels 
of observable actions that indicate something is happening in the brain (cognitive activity.) By creating 





Bloom's Taxonomy Verbs 
Use verbs aligned to Bloom's Taxonomy to create discussion questions and lesson 
plans that ensure your students' thinking progresses to higher levels. 





Knowledge 
Useful Verbs Sample Question Stems 
Tell 

 List 

 Describe 

 Relate 

 Locate 

 Write 

 Find 

 State 

Name 

What happened after...?  

How many...?  

Who was it that...?  

Can you name the...?  

Describe what happened at...? Who spoke to...?  

Can you tell why...?  

Find the meaning of...?  

What is...?  

Which is true or false...? 

 

Comprehension 
Useful Verbs Sample Question Stems 
explain 

interpret  

outline 

 discuss 

 distinguish 

 predict 

 restate 

 translate  

compare  

describe 

Can you write in your own words...?  

Can you write a brief outline...? 

What do you think could of happened next...?  

What do you think...?  

Can you distinguish between...?  

What differences exist between...?  

Can you provide an example of what you mean...?  

Can you provide a definition for...? 

 

Application 
Useful Verbs Sample Question Stems 
Solve 

Show 

Use 

Illustrate 

Construct 

Complete 

Examine 

DD



Examine 

Compare 

Contrast 

Investigate 

Categorize 

Identify 

Explain 

Separate 

What was the underlying problem with...?  

What do you see as other possible outcomes?  

Why did ... changes occur? 

Can you compare your ... with that presented in...?  

Can you explain what must have happened when...?  

What are some of the problems of...?  

Can you distinguish between...?  

What was the problem with...? 

 

Synthesis 
Useful Verbs Sample Question Stems 
Create 

I
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